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AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

Untersuchungen iiber eine melanesische Wanderstrasse. Von 

Georg Friederici. Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse einer amtlichen For- 

schungsreise nach dem Bismarck-Archipel im Jahre 1908, III. 182 pp. 

Map. Mitt, aus den Beutschen Sohutzgeb. Erganzungsheft No. 7. E. S. 

Mittler & Sohn, Berlin, 1913. Mk. 3.60. 13 x 10. 

Captain Friederici has admirably performed a work of great value in 
clarifying the tangle of the ethnology of the boundary region of Indonesian 
and Melanesian, particularly in eastern New Guinea, the Bismarck Archi- 
pelago and the subjacent Solomon Islands. These fertile researches mark a 
second step in progress of the new method of dealing with the problems of 
this region. 

Through all the earlier period of study of the population of the south and 
western Pacific, investigators have been content to note that a migration must 
have poured out from the Malay Sea upon the islands of Melanesia and Poly- 
nesia. Under the dominance of Bopp's classification of the Malayo-Polynesian 
speech family they have been satisfied with the mere statement of such an 
inferential migration. This Malayo-Polynesian family has been the target 
of my attack in several volumes. In my treatise on the Subanu of Mindanao,- 
shortly to appear, I am confident that I have demolished it ; Captain Friederici, 
not having this final disproof in hand, clings somewhat to the earlier system. 
I may properly assume credit for having developed the method of examining 
this inferential migration in my "Polynesian Wanderings" (1911). I took 
the ground that if such a migration had taken place it must have left its 
memorials in the space intervening between Indonesia and Polynesia. From 
study of the linguistic material I laid out two tracks of this folk-movement,, 
one issuing south of New Guinea through Torres Strait, the other north of that 
island by way of St. George's Channel between New Britain and New Ireland, 
allotting from their respective termini the designations Viti and Samoa Stream. 
Following the method which I established, Friederici in this volume has 
added valuable details. For reasons very courteously stated he holds my 
Viti Stream not satisfactorily established. The particular studies of this 
work are directed upon my Samoa Stream. He minimizes the importance of 
the portal of exit through St. George's Channel and divides the northern 
stream as finding principal exists through the Dampier-Vitiaz straits between 
New Britain and New Ireland and wholly around the Bismarck Archipelago 
along the east coast of New Ireland. These two streams he derives respec- 
tively from the Alfuro of Ceram and neighbor islands finding exit through 
the Dampier-Vitiaz straits, and from the southern Philippines finding exit to 
windward of New Ireland. His proof, so far as it has to do with Melanesian 
settlement, is very ingenious and convincing, all the more because he richly 
supplements it by ethnological detail upon which I had not ventured. His 
conclusions by no means blot out my Samoa Stream, they supplement it with 
valuable detail; even if my earlier determination should be found untenable it 
will stand as pioneering in a new method and all students will welcome this 
additional definition in a work which has within less than three years begun 
to assume certitude. 

Friederici establishes the name Alfuro as of Malayan provenience and 
thus abolishes the unsatisfactory derivation from Moorish and Portuguese. 
He regards the Alfuro, and my Subanu studies lead me to the same result, as 
antecedent to the modern Malayan population of the islands in which they 
occur in a lower stratum of society or geographically an inner position. I am 
not prepared to accept the conclusion that Alfuros as such populated the 
Melanesian islands. I regard them in Ceram and elsewhere as survivals of the 
mixture of the first Malay invasion with the Polynesians then in possession 
of Malaysia; and that the later invasion of the Malays in overwhelming force 
dislodged the Polynesians toward ever eastward flight and left the earlier and 
more primitive Malayans in possession of a small speech community which I 
cannot discover to amount to more than 250 vocables. 

This is a masterly contribution to the new study of folk-movement in the 
Pacific. I welcome it both as corrective and supplementary to my pioneer 
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•work in that field and I am sure that Captain Friederici Will join with me in 
awaiting with interest future developments along this new line of research. 

William Churchill. 

EUROPE 

Durch Albanien und Montenegro. Betrachtungen zur Volkerkunde, 
Politik und Wirtschaftswelt der westlichen Balkan-halbinsel. Von Hugo 
Grothe. 2. Auflage. 224 pp. Maps, ills. M. Morikes, MUnchen, 1913. 
Mk. 4. 9 x 6%. 
The initial purpose of this volume almost precludes its consideration in a 
geographical journal, for it is the record of war in the Balkans and the diplo- 
macy of territorial accession and aggrandizement through victory. But Dr. 
Grothe is a master of geographical science and his contribution to our better 
information upon the lately belligerent states and the geographical and ethni- 
cal base which he indicates as the only safe foundation for the new states are 
entitled to attention. 

He points out the natural boundaries, the actual frontier of rock masses, 
•which have parted Serb and "Wallach and Albanian in this complex of moun- 
tains. It is the opposite of Switzerland, and it has produced the opposite 
■effect. The Alps have drained their once sundered population into a pool 
where jangling elements have mingled and unity has created a nation and a 
national spirit. The Balkan Peninsula has had a centrifugal effect, its moun- 
tains have parted races and kept them apart in small communities with little 
admixture. He shows that plenipotentiaries of the peace with their protocols 
may disregard these natural frontiers, but, in the long run, he believes the only 
peaceful partition of the land will be that which follows the boundaries set by 
nature. 

United Italy. By F. M. Underwood, xiv and 360 pp. Ills., index. George 
H. Doran Co., New York, 1912. $3.50. 9x5%. 
Italians and their influence at home and abroad is the author's main theme. 
Mr. Underwood's account of modern Italian life is ably treated. He deals 
with hard-working and hard-thinking Italians. The radical changes since 1870, 
when Italian regulars took possession of Borne, reveal the leanings of Italian 
thought towards modern tendencies. This wholesome growth is apparent 
throughout the description of the country's development, which the author 
connects with the stimulating influence of many of Italy's eminent sons. 

Leon Dominian. 

Deutsch.es Wirtschaftsleben auf geographischer Grundlage ge- 
schildert von Dr. Christian Gruber. Neubearbeitet von Dr. Hans 
Beinlein. 3. Auflage. In series: Aus Natur und Geisteswelt, 42. 
Bandchen. 133 pp. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1912. Mk. 1.25. 7^x5. 

This little book, with its concrete illustrations, presents a compact discus- 
sion of Germany's "Wirtschaftsleben" based upon geographical principles. 
It is rather difficult to translate the title and at the same time retain its 
idiomatic meaning. The subject is divided into three parts, each of which is 
further subdivided. The headings are: (1) The Geographical Basis for Ger- 
many's Wirtschaftsleben (German Affairs); (2) The Extent of Germany's 
Geographical Contracts; (3) Germany's rights upon the Seas, or perhaps 
more freely translated, German Supremacy on the Seas. 

Each topic is logically discussed and the enthusiasm of the author is felt 
throughout. Although every part of the presentation is interesting^ the prac- 
tical turn given at various points, as on pages 45 to 49, is worth noting. Here 
the author shows the influence of foreign travel in Germany during the tourist 
season to be a factor of rather vital import in the maintenance and develop- 
ment of many cities. The geographical reason for the presence of the tourist 
is the beauty of the scenery. 

Statistics occur frequently to substantiate statements but are always inter- 
woven skilfully; hence they are not a burden. The general style is appealing. 

Eugene Van Cleep. 



